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duties has, in our opinion, enabled all of us to come   into   close contact with each other and understand one another.
Tours truly,
M. K. GANDHI [AND MANY OTHERS]
Fiom a photostat   C W. 9384.    Courtesy. India Office Library
236.    SPEECH AT PLENARY SESSION OF ROUND TABLE CONFERENCE
LONDON, December 7,   19311
PRIME MINISTER  AND   FRIENDS,
I wish that I could have done without having to speak to you, but I felt that I would not have been just to you or just to my principles if I did not put in what may be the last word on behalf of the Congress. I live under no illusion. I do not think that anything that I can say this evening can possibly influence the decision of the Cabinet. Probably the decision has been already taken. Matters of the liberty of practically a whole continent can hardly be decided by mere argumentation, even negotiation. Negotiation has its purpose and has its play, but only under certain conditions. Without those conditions negotiations are a fruitless task. But I do not want to go into all these matters. I want as far as possible to confine myself within the four corners of the conditions that you, Prime Minister, read to this Conference at its opening meeting. I would, therefore, first of all, say a few words in connection with the Reports that have been submitted to this Conference. You will find in these Reports that generally it has been stated that so and so is the opinion of a large majority, some, however, have expressed an opinion to the contrary, and so on. Parties who have dissented have not been stated. I had heard when I was in India, and I was told when I came here, that no decision or no decisions will be taken by the ordinary rule of majority, and I do not want to mention this fact here by way of complaint that the Reports have been so framed as if the proceedings were governed by the test of majority. But it was necessary for me to mention this fact, because to most of these Reports you will find that there is a dissenting opi-
1The session began on November 30 and, after adjourning at 11 50 p.m., was resumed at 12.5 am